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Combating Financial Corruption and Money
Laundering in Libya: International Law Mechanisms
and National Application

Haitham Ali Yousef Bobreeg
Department of International Law - Faculty of Law -
Omar Al-Mukhtar University - Libya
haitham.bobreeg@omu.edu.ly

Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of combating financial corruption
and money laundering in Libya, considered one of the most serious
challenges facing the country in the post-2011 era, due to its direct
impact on political and economic stability and the development
process. The research highlights the unique circumstances of the
Libyan situation, characterized by political division and weak
oversight and accountability institutions.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to analyze the
phenomenon of financial corruption and its international and national
legal frameworks. It also utilizes a comparative approach to
demonstrate the extent to which Libyan legislation aligns with
relevant international agreements and standards, particularly the
United Nations Convention against Corruption and the
recommendations of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).
Furthermore, the case study methodology is employed to analyze
specific manifestations of corruption and money laundering, as well
as the mechanisms for addressing them at both the national and
international levels, drawing upon official reports and previous
studies. The study concluded that financial corruption and money
laundering are widespread in Libya. While Libyan legislation is
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relatively aligned with international standards, there are clear
legislative and executive shortcomings, weak institutional
coordination, and ineffective international cooperation mechanisms.
This has hampered efforts to recover stolen assets and effectively
combat corruption.

The study recommended developing Libya's legal and institutional
framework, strengthening international judicial and financial
cooperation, and encouraging future specialized studies on
mechanisms for recovering stolen assets and the role of good
governance in reducing corruption in transitional contexts.

Keywords: Financial corruption, money laundering, asset recovery,
international cooperation, Libyan legislation, Libya, international law.
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